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AM1TNTOVIENTS T f> THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 (currently amended); An electric toothbrush, comprising: 

a housing defining a hollow interior having a motor and a first shaft 

disposed therein that is operatively connected to said motor, said housing having an 
engagement member extending along a longitudinal axis of said housing from an end 
thereof, said engagement member including a first thread helically extending about said 

engagement member; and 

a brush head having a movable bristle carrier at a first end of said brush 
head and a second shaft operatively connected to said movable bristle carrier, said brush 
head having a receiving region at a second end of said brush head opposite said first end, 
said receiving region having an engagement surface with a second thread helically 
extending along said ***** engagement surface, wherein said first thread and said 
second thread form a threaded connection that releasably couples said brush head to said 
handle when one of said handle or said brush head is rotated about said longitudinal axis. 

2 (original): The electric toothbrush of claim 1, wherein said first and second threads 
have a pitch and said pitch is between about 2 mm and about 3 mm. 

3 (original): The electric toothbrush of claim 1, wherein said first and second shafts 
reciprocate. 

4 (original): The electric toothbrush of claim 1, wherein said second shaft is deflectable. 

5 (original): The electric toothbrush of claim 4, wherein said first shaft has a 
cylindrically-shaped tip. 
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6 (original): The electnc toothbrush ^ ^ ^ ., 

said first shaft has a notch that engages sa.d tab to couple sax 



shaft. 



HedV The electric toothbrush of claim 1, wherein one of said handle 
7 (currently amended). The electnc too r qi, encar provide > 
andsaidbrushheadisrotatedbe^^ 

The electric toothbrush of claim 1, wherein one of said handle 
8 (currently amended). Theelectnc bQut450 o toM ^^ provide 

a ndsaidbr» S hheadisrotatedbetweenabout270 andabou 

■ - n rne electnc toothbrush of claim 9, wherein handle has an annular gap 

^tween an outer surfaceof s^^ ^ 
said tab and at least a portion of said arm aw 
entire perimeter of said first shaft. 

engagement member; CTd rf ^ brush 

a brush head having a movable bristle earner 

^ ch»ft onerativelv connected to said movable bnstle earner, 
head and a deflectable second shaft operauvely conn ^ 
^^shheadha^gareceivingregionatasecond^ 

hc Heally extending along said arnnto engagement surface, wheremsa 
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said second toad form . dreaded cordon that releasably couple, said bn-h head to 
said hand* whe, on. of said handle or said bn*h head is rottled ahoo. said ic^tcdmal 

axis; and . 
wherein one of said handle and said brush head is rotated between about 180 and 

about 540* to Mi^W govide Orient ^me.nt between said first thread and 
said second thread. 

12 (original): The electric toothbrush of claim 11, wherein said first and second threads 
have a pitch and said pitch is between about 2 mm and about 3 mm. 

13 (original): The electric toothbrush of claim 11, wherein said first and second shafts 
reciprocate. 

14 (original): The electric toothbrush of claim 11, wherein said first shaft has a 
cylindrically-shaped tip. 

15 (original): The electric toothbrush of claim 14, wherein said second shaft has a tab 
and said first shaft has a notch that engages said tab to couple said first shaft and sa,d 
second shaft. 

16 (currently amended): The electric toothbrush of claim 11, wherein one of said handle 
and said brush head is rotated between about 270* and abont 450* to fuHy^ge Efoyide 
,„ f ^ M . mf n. r .m B nt between said first thread and said second thread. 

17 (currently amended): The electric toothbrush of claim 11, further comprising an arm 
attached to said second shaft, wherein said a tab is disposed on said arm. 

18 (original): The electric toothbrush of claim 17, wherein handle has an annular gap 
between an outer surface of said first shaft and an inner surface of handle for receiving 
said tab and at least a portion of said arm and wherein said annular gap extends about the 
entire perimeter of said first shaft. 
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19 (new): An electric toothbrush, comprising: 

a housing defining a hollow interior having a motor and a first shaft 
disposed therein that is operative* connected to said motor, said housing having an 
engag^tmemberex^ 

thereof, said engagement member including a first thread extending about said 

engagement member; and 

a brush head having a movable brisde carrier ar a fee end of sard bra* 

^dreeeMn.re^havingar.ea^orsurfaeewi.haseeoad .bread b^y 

extending along said engagement surface, 

an arm attached to said second shaft, wherein a tab is disposed on sam 

arm; and c . , 

wherein said handle has an annnlar gap between an outer surface of raid 
^ahaf.and^nmeran^eofhat.dlefor^eivingsaldtaband.tlea.ta^onof 
sal dan»..nd wherein fnat thread and raid s«™d th.ead form a dt K aded ctntneebon 
toreleasaMy coupler said bresh heed * said handle when one of said handle or sard 
beush head is rora<e4 abou. said longihadinal axis, and wherein arid annular gap extends 
abour the entire perimeter of said first shaft. 

20 (new): The e.ectric toothbrush of cl.hr, 19, wherein said second shaft is radially 
biased by a spring. 

21 The elecrric toothbrush of claim ., where!n said second shaft is radialiy biased 
by a spring- 

22 (new): The electric toothbrush of claim 1, wherein said engagement member 
protrudes from said housing. 

23 (new): The electric toothbrush of claim 22, wherein said receiving region receives the 
entire engagement member. 
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